February 9, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable John A. Boehner
Speaker of the House House Minority Leader

U.S. Capitol U.S. Capitol

Office H-232 Office H-204

Washington, DC 20515-6501 Washington, DC 20515-5117

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader Boehner:

The undersigned members representing the ocean research, education, Earth observations
and conservation communities, and commercial enterprises would like to thank you for your
continuing strong support of ocean science, Earth observation systems, and conservation in
the U.S. House of Representatives. We encourage you to bring to the floor for consideration
S. 22--The Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009. S. 22 contains five landmark
ocean bills: The Ocean Exploration and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Undersea Research Program Act; The Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integration Act; The
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act; The Federal Ocean Acidification
Research and Monitoring Act; and The Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program.

These are bipartisan bills that passed the House of Representatives in the 110" Congress
under your leadership and now await floor action in your chamber. Collectively, these bills
will fuel exploration of the oceans, improve ocean mapping, help us understand the effects
of greenhouse gases and ocean acidification on marine ecosystems, and create an
integrated ocean observing system (I00S) that will monitor and forecast ocean conditions,
including the physical, biological and chemical components of coastal waters. The increased
understanding of ocean, coastal and Great Lakes ecosystems, that will be gained by
implementing these critical pieces of legislation will improve marine resource conservation
and management, help us develop resilient coastal communities, spur economic growth and
commercial enterprises, and improve national security.

These ocean bills are consistent with the recommendations of both the U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Commission and will promote both conservation and
sustainable use. The U.S. EEZ is the largest in the world, containing over 3.4 million square
nautical miles of ocean- larger than the land area of all 50 states combined. More than 50
percent of the U.S. population lives in coastal counties, making these regions vital
contributors to our economy, quality of life and national security. With an ever-changing
climate, increasing risks from natural hazards, declining fisheries and reduced water quality,
we need the tools to protect and manage our ocean assets and better understand how
ocean and coastal ecosystems respond to natural and human-related hazards.

We hope you will once again demonstrate your continued commitment to strengthening our
Nation’s understanding and conservation of the oceans through timely House consideration
and passage of these measures.
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